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planning today for tomorrow

CELEBRATING
35 YEARS OF
SUCCESS

The City of Glendale Planning Department was established in 1974. 2009 marks 35 years of
official city planning in Glendale. I have the privilege of serving as the fifth Planning Director in
the department’s history. My predecessors: Paul Walker, Bob Coons, Jerry Swanson, AICP and
Dean Svoboda, AICP, laid the ground work for successful planning initiatives in Glendale. I have
been fortunate to have met and worked with all four of these Planners

The General Plan:

It is important to take a look back and profile a number of achievements over the past 35 years.
Glendale has prepared three general plans, the 1980 Plan, the 1989 Plan and Glendale 2025
prepared in 2002. With our state mandated 10 year update, Long Range Planning is already laying
out a plan for Glendale 2035.

Paul Walker and Bob Coons worked closely on Glendale’s first General Plan. The 1980 Plan
established the far north boundary of Pinnacle Peak Road which remains today as Glendale’s
northern city limits. This plan went as far west as 107" Avenue and made reference to a “Future
Airport Site” at Glendale Avenue and 115" Avenue. At that time Glendale operated a small

reliever airport on Olive Avenue west of Grand Avenue in our neighboring city of Peoria.

Jerry Swanson, AICP and David Prescott worked closely on an update to the 1980 plan in the late
1980°s. As a young planner I was able to work on the team that put together the 1989 Plan. This
plan was significant in that it extended our Municipal Planning Area (MPA) as far west as 115"
Avenue. It also recognized three freeway corridors that were planned through Glendale: Grand
Avenue Expressway (U.S. 60), the Outer Loop (now known as the Agua Fria Freeway (Loop 101))
and the Paradise Parkway. This was the controversial east [west freeway planned through

established portions of Phoenix and
Glendale and it was eventually dropped
from the regional freeway system.

In this time frame, the late 1980°s and early
1990’s the Bell Road Corridor was
emerging as a regional employment and
shopping destination for Glendale and the
North Valley. Early anchors included
Honeywell, Price Club (Costco), Home
Depot, Homebase, K-Mart, Mega Foods,
Wal-Mart, Best Buy and Ole’s.

As Planning Director in 2001 I oversaw the
Glendale 2025 Plan with Ron Short,
FAICP. This plan was significant in that it
finally included Glendale’s entire MPA of
100 square miles, stretching the western
boundary eight more miles as far west as
Perryville Road. Area Plans completed in
the 1970’s and 1980°s had addressed this
area, but were never included in the
citywide General Plan.

This work has had a profound and positive
impact on the quality of life in Glendale. In
my eight years as Planning Director we
have worked on furthering past programs as
well as created some new ones.
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