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Issue: Per the 2005 NEC, code section 410.73(G) requires any fluorescent light fixture with double ended lamps installed in indoor locations (other than dwelling or associated structures) that are wired on multiwire branch circuits to have a disconnecting means to simultaneously disconnect from the source of supply all conductors of the ballast, including the grounded conductor. The disconnecting means shall be located so as to be accessible to qualified persons before servicing or maintaining the ballast. However, No mention is made as to where this disconnecting means is to be made or where it would be acceptable. It was widely believed that the intention was for a disconnect plug or switching device to be located on the light fixture itself. Others have said that it could be anywhere in the building. Per the 2005 NEC and the way it is written, both could be right.  In light of this issue and after researching further “Report on Comments” to proposals to the 2008 NEC, it is clear what the Code making Panel intended, but did not clearly define in the 2005 NEC. The Code making Panel did not intend that the disconnecting means had to be readily accessible from the fixture. Further, the 2008 NEC will require that if the fixture does not have a means of disconnect attached to the fixture, then a disconnecting means within sight of the fixture would be required. Within sight of the fixture by Code definition is within 50 feet of the fixture and still visible.
Guideline: Effective immediately, the City of Glendale will enforce the following: 
Location of disconnecting means for NEC 410.73(G). The disconnecting means shall be located so as to be accessible to qualified persons before servicing or maintaining the ballast. Where the disconnecting means is external to the luminaire (fixture), it shall be a single device capable of simultaneously opening all supply conductors to the ballast including the grounded conductor and shall be located within sight of the luminaire (fixture). If not directly attached to the fixture, it must be visible and within 50 feet to the luminaire (fixture).
